
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.  

Worship in the Lutheran Church: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 

 

 



The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 28 & 29, 2017 

 

Promises in Action: Light in the Darkness 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn The People that in Darkness Sat 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 90 

Congregation will sing all staznas on Saturday and bold stanzas on Sunday 

 

C: The people that in darkness sat a glorious light have seen; 

 The light has shone on them who long in shades of death have been, 

 In shades of death have been. 

 

Choir: To us a child of hope is born, to us a son is giv’n, 

 And on his shoulders ever rests all pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

 All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 

C: His name shall be the Prince of Peace, the Everlasting Lord, 

 The Wonderful, the Counselor, the God by all adored, 

 The God by all adored. 

 

Choir: His righteous government and pow’r shall over all extend; 

 On judgment and on justice based, his reign shall have no end, 

 His reign shall have no end. 

 

C: Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, and make us yours alone, 

 For you are with the Father and the Spirit ever one, 

 The Spirit ever one. 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 

 

  



pg. 5 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. 

Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the afflicted, bind 

up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captives; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 8:19 – 9:2 

The light of the Word of God conquers the lies of darkness. 

 

 When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people 

inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? To the law and to the testimony! If 

they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. Distressed and hungry, they will 

roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will 

curse their king and their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness 

and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 

 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by 

the way of the sea, along the Jordan –  

 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

  on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 27 (see pg. 15) 

The Lord of light hears the cries of his children. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) The Lord is My Light! 

Adult Choir by John Carter 

 

 The Lord is my light, the Lord is my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

  

 In the time of trouble he will shelter me,  

 He will keep me safe in his holy temple.  

 I will shout with joy! I will sing his praise! 

 

 The Lord is my light, the Lord is my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

 

 Hear my voice when I call, O Lord, teach me. 

 Hear my voice when I call, O Lord, lead me. 

 Hear my voice when I call, O Lord, do not turn away. 

 

 The Lord is my light, the Lord is my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
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Second Lesson 1 John 2:3-11 

The light of the Word of God conquers darkness wherever it is preached. 

 

 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, “I know 

him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his 

word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims 

to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the 

beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new command; its 

truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 

 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves 

his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. But whoever hates his 

brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, 

because the darkness has blinded him. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching, and healing every disease. 

 Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

The light of the Word made flesh conquers darkness in Galilee. 

 

 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he 

went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali – to fulfill 

what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 

 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

   the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles –   

  the people living in darkness have seen a great light; 

  on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 

 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  
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 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 

brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” 

Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they 

left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.   

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) You Are Mine 

Adult Choir by David Haas 

 

 I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 

 You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, be still and know that I am here. 

 

 I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 

 In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, come and rest in me. 

 

 Do not be afraid, I am with you, I have called you each by name. 

 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

 

 I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

 All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. 

 

 Do not be afraid, I am with you, I have called you each by name. 

 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

 

 I am the Word that leads to all freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 

 I will call your name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live! 

 

 Do not be afraid, I am with you, I have called you each by name. 

 Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.  
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Hymn of the Day O God from God, O Light from Light  

    Christian Worship 85 

 

Sermon Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Time to Shine 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church for the Sundays after Epiphany 

M: Dearest Lord Jesus, during this Epiphany season we thank and praise you for the wondrous 

works you did during your life here on earth. 

 

C: Thank you for these mighty signs and miracles that proved you are indeed the Son of 

God. 

 

M: Savior of the nations, we thank you for being born of a woman and coming to this earth to live 

as our brother – holy and without sin. 

 

C: Through your incarnation, you adopted us and made us members of your family. 

 

M: Anointed One, we thank you for your constant and unswerving adherence to your Father’s law. 

From your baptism in the Jordan to your ascent to the cross at Calvary, you lived a pure and 

holy life.  

 

C: Through your perfect life, our feeble and broken efforts to follow God’s commands are 

covered by your perfect obedience. 

 

M: Lamb of God, we thank you for the greatness of your love and the tenderness of your mercy 

that moved you to sacrifice yourself on the cross for us. 

 

C: Through your innocent death and victorious resurrection, our sins are not counted 

against us. 

 

M: Light of the world, we thank you for your preaching and your teaching by which you brought 

light to those sitting in darkness. 

 

C: Through your Word, we hear and share the good news of the salvation that is now ours. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Alpha and Omega, bring us at last to your throne in heaven where we will offer you our 

unending thanks and praise. 

 

C: Until that glorious day, move us to live out this thanks and praise in everything we do. 

Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     O Christ, Who Called the Twelve (see pg. 16) 

     Christian Worship Supplement 770 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we 

live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul 

Christian Worship 238 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“The People that in Darkness Sat” Text public domain. 

 “Psalm 27” Tune David Haas. © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing  

 House. 

“The Lord is My Light!” Text based on Psalm 27. 

“You Are Mine” © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“Verse of the Day” from Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 3 

 

 M Luke 4:22-30…..……………………………………… Isaiah 19:19-25 

 T Ephesians 3:1-12…….….…………………………….. Acts 13:42-52 

 W John 4:4-14……………………………………………. John 4:15-26 

 TH John 4:27-42………………………………………….. Jonah 1 and 2 

 F Romans 15:14-21…………………………………….. Jonah 3 and 4 

 S Acts 15:7-12…………………………………………... Romans 11:13-22  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Seminary Student Ben Berger (Saturday) 

 Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday) 

 

Musicians Carolyn Sachs, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, piano & organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Head Ushers Mark Naumann (Saturday) 

 Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM) 

 Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Mark & Mary Gaub and Paul Katzer & Chris Sturdevant (8:00 AM) 

 Amy Wilson & Carol Willick and Steve & Cindy Zemplinski (10:30 AM) 

 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Jeff Scheibe and family in celebration of the 135th anniversary 

of St. John’s congregation. 

 

 The standard flowers are placed by Tom Palubecki in loving memory of his wife, Doris on 

their wedding anniversary. 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Molly Kolander and Zachary Todor at Children’s Hospital, Barbara Schmelzer at Wheaton 

Franciscan Hospital in Franklin, and Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home. 

 

 Mrs. Renee Pastorek who was called to teach the lower middle grades at St. John’s school. 
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Psalm 27 

 

 

 Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; 

  be merciful to me and answer me. 

 

 Do not hide your face from me, 

  do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. 

 

 Do not reject me or forsake me, 

  O God my Savior. Refrain 

 

 Though my father and mother forsake me, 

  the LORD will receive me. 

 

 I am still confident of this: 

  I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

 

 Wait for the LORD; 

  be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Refrain   
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Parents’ Preview for February 5 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Verse of the Day Response  
 

The Verse of the Day is a familiar Scriptural text which is chosen based on the season of the church 

year.  This response is sung immediately after the Verse of the Day and looks forward to the Gospel. 

 

 

 


